50    STORIES  THAT WORDS TELL US.

counties have had their names from those times,
it is to be noticed that the names of our rivers a^id
hills come down to us from Celtic times. To the
Britons, living a more or less wild life, these things
were of the greatest importance. There are several
rivers in England with the name of Avon, and this
is an old British name. The rivers Usk, Esk, and
Ouse were all christened by the Britons, and all
these names come from a British word meaning
" water." Curiously enough, the name whisky
comes from the same word. From all these different
ways in which places have got their names we get
glimpses of past history, and history helps us to
understand the stories that these old names tell us.